Government support for the elderly

Grants and subsidies
The Government provides a means tested Old Age Grant for women at 60 and men at 63 of just R940 per month.
In addition to this, they provide subsidies to organisations housing certain categories of older people:

	Category 1
	Fit Elderly
	No subsidy. Expected to cope on a state pension of R940,

	Category 2
	Assisted Living
	R 705 per month paid to the institution in addition to the grant the pensioner receives.

	Category 3
	Frail Care
	R 1215 per month paid to the institution in addition to the grant the pensioner receives.


Health care
Older citizens’ health needs are meant to be addressed with 6-monthly check ups at State-run Day Hospitals where chronic medications are dispensed in 3 month cycles. At present, specialist geriatric services at State hospitals are severely limited.
Legislation

The Older Persons Bill will shortly become the Older Persons Act, replacing the Aged Persons Act of 1967 and the Aged Persons Amendment Act of 1998. 

The intentions of the Bill are to deal with the plight of older people by establishing a framework aimed at the empowerment and protection of the elderly and at the promotion and maintenance of their status, rights, well-being, safety and security.
Following lively public hearings held in August 2005, the Bill is unlikely to be passed into law before more changes are made. 
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